VERNON TOWNSHIP
RESOLUTION NO. 2024- A5

AN ORDINANCE REJECTING A MERIT SYSTEM FOR THE
VERNON TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, pursuant to Indiana Code § 36-8-19-5, Vernon Township, the Town of
Fortville, and the Town of McCordsville has established a fire protection territory known
as the Vernon Township Fire Protection Territory (“Territory”);

WHEREAS, each unit of government appoints a representative, which
representative serves on the Territory’s governing body;

WHEREAS, the Territory’s governing body oversees the operations of the Vernon
Township Fire Department (“Department”) in accordance with an Interlocal Agreement
between the parties;

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has codified in Indiana Code §§ 36-8-3.5-1.1

and 36-8-3.5-5.5 that no later than December 31, 2024, each eligible department must vote
to establish or reject a merit system;

WHEREAS, said vote must first be considered by the Territory’s governing body
and then by at least a majority of the active full-time, paid members of the Department;
and

WHEREAS, the governing body for the Territory does not believe it is in the best
interests of the Department and its members to adopt a merit system at this time. The
governing body believes that, together with the Fire Chief, it oversees and ensures the
highly-respected and equitable operations of the Department, which includes all aspects
of hiring, promotion, conduct, and discipline, as intended per the Interlocal Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
VERNON TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION TERRITORY, AS FOLLOWS

Section 1. The above recitals are incorporated by reference.



Section 2. The governing body for the Territory hereby rejects a merit system for
the Vernon Township Fire Department.

section 3. The governing body hereby directs the Fire Chief to organize, within
sixty (60) days from the execution of this resolution, a meeting for the active full-time,
paid members of the Department to approve or reject a merit system. Notice shall be
given at least three (3) weeks before the meeting and shall be posted in prominent places
in all stations of the Department. The notice must designate the time, place, and purpose
of the meeting. A copy of the resolution shall be distributed to each active member of the
department at least one (1) week before the date of the meeting. Only active members of
the department may attend the meeting, and at the meeting one (1) of them shall be
selected as chair. All voting must be by secret written ballot. The other procedures for
holding the meeting may be determined by the governing board and shall be posted.
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RESOLVED by the Board of Vernon Township Fire Territory, on this
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Mark Elder, Fire Chief

AGAINST:

Florence May
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Greg Brewer

Tonya Davis




